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Dear Friends & Family, 


As you may remember, in 1994 Rwanda, Africa endured one of the most brutal genocides to take place in recent history, losing nearly 1 million people in 100 days.  Following the massacres, it took many, many years before the world fully recognized the ongoing economic devastation experienced by the country and its survivors along with the physical, emotional and spiritual wounds that would be difficult to heal.  Rwanda emerged from the genocide with approximately 300,000 orphans who had little or no remaining family alive to care for them, most of who will likely never gain an education since the Rwandan public schools are not free.


I have the opportunity to travel to Rwanda this summer to share our education in music.  Much of the music we have today has been passed on by the ability of writing the music in notation form.  While many of the musicians we meet are very talented, they do not have the ability to share their music with others or pass the music down to the next generation.

I will be traveling with a team that will present music workshops for musicians and train them in basic theory and music notation.  This will allow the music to be written for others to play and preserve their culture for years to come.  This is an on-going mission in its third year in Rwanda and our goal is to train enough music leaders who will receive the resources needed to teach others.  We also will have the opportunity to perform at a large conference in the capital city of Kigali for 80,000 people set for the end of July.


This mission is so important to me and the people we are helping that I will be spending several months in preparation and a couple weeks in Africa out of my summer to help. I have invested much of my own money to help pay for this trip but we need more help in providing resources such as instruments, books, and computers. 
Today, America and nations across the globe are experiencing their own economic crises, as you are well aware.  The resulting impact of the world’s economic downturn has forced many humanitarian and non-profit organizations to pull their funding and/or aid to Rwanda and its survivors.  It is in this time of serious need that we hope to fill in some of the gaps by continuing our mission for music.
You can help by praying for our team, helping raise awareness of the need for formal music education, and donating to this effort.  Your tax-deductible donation will help us to increase the resources we will be able to provide to the musicians, and ensure this mission for music will continue.  You can send a donation to our team by check made payable to New Covenant Church; memo Africa Music Missions, or by donating online at our web site www.new-covenant-church.com/rwanda-mission.aspx.  We are hoping everyone who hears about our mission will feel the same passion for preserving traditional music in Rwanda, and would be willing to participate by praying for us, contributing any amount of funding, or both.
Thank you very much,
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