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Your Kingdom Come
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The Kingdom Now and Not Yet//:

Jesus’ triumph through the cross signaled the end of night and the dawn of God’s Kingdom fullness.  But, as we mentioned yesterday, the coming of the Kingdom takes place in three waves:  the inauguration, the continuation and the consummation.  Jesus’ incarnation and ministry signified the Inauguration of the Kingdom.  Jesus’ Ascension to the right hand of the Father, along with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost signified the continuation of the Kingdom.  The final stage, the consummation, will take place when Christ returns, when all nations will worship before him, and all things once again are joyfully submitted to his Kingdom reign.  It is exciting to know that we live in the continuation stage, the age of the church, eagerly anticipating the arrival of our King, who will eradicate sin once for all and establish the New Heavens and the New Earth!


Read//: 

Matthew 24.1-28
Revelation 21.1-8

Reflect//:

1. After reading the passage from Matthew, why do you think there is a delay in God’s Kingdom coming in fullness?  What special task did Jesus give to the Apostles and to his church? (see Matthew 28.16-20).  Explain.   

2. After reading the passage from Revelation, what are some things you learn about Heaven?  Describe.
3. Read the two quotes.  What do you think?  What do these quotes mean for you and your Christian walk?  Explain.
Respond//:


The King has triumphed through the cross and has secured forever victory of sin, death and Satan.  His Kingdom is here and is growing.  But the Kingdom mission is not yet completed.  The King, Jesus, has called us, his church, to take his Good News to the nations.  What he began, he will be faithful to finish.  Spend some time in prayer, asking God to help you stay faithful to his Kingdom and to his calling to serve in it. 
“The Kingdom of God is both now and not yet.  It has come with the appearance of Jesus on earth and through his death and resurrection.  He has spoken of the kingdom as a present reality.  It has been manifest in his own ministry on earth and it is possible for anyone to enter it.  But the kingdom is something we must wait for in the future…If we have placed our trust in Christ, we belong to the New Creation, but we have not yet received all its blessings.  For the time being we must live in a fallen world, which bears the marks of sin and of God’s judgment against it.”


				~ Vaughan Roberts





The consummation stage of the kingdom is when Jesus comes back and the process of reversing the curse of sin and recreating all things will be complete.  There will be no more sickness, no more death, no more tears, no more division and no more tension.  There will be complete harmony.  We will work and play without the interference of sin.  All that causes us pain and discomfort will be destroyed and we will live forever.  We will enjoy sinless hearts and minds along with disease free bodies.  We will finally be able, as John Piper says, ‘to enjoy what is most enjoyable with unbound energy and passion forever.’”


		~ W. Tullian Tchividjian








